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Purpose of the document

This document sets out a proposal for the Civil Service
Sport Ground in Shirley, Southampton. After many
years as an actively used facility, the sports ground fell
into disrepair and was subsequently sold to a housing
developer. The majority of the site remained unused,
although a section of the field next to St Mark’s CE
Primary School was leased to the school as a playing
field.

This document has been prepared by a small group
of local residents in response to the City Council’s
preliminary masterplan.

Southampton City Council recently acquired the
redundant Sports Ground by Compulsory Purchase
Order because of the need for additional playing fields
at local schools where pupil numbers are projected to
rise in future years. The site is intended to provide much
needed facilities for school sports, after school and
school holiday activities for children and young people
and for managed community sports use.

•

The City Council has £550,000 allocated to bring the
field back into use. Originally the money was set to be
spent over two phases. Phase one was to get the site
back into use and Phase two funding was earmarked
for possible match funding for future bids for grants
(such as from Sport England or the Lottery) to go for
a much more impressive scheme along the lines of
St James Park. Over the last few months the Council
has been working on possible plans and associated
costings as well as carrying out site surveys.

The purpose of this document is to;
•

•

review the existing masterplan proposals which
have been prepare by Capita on behalf of the City
Council;
to provide some thoughts on how the masterplan
could be refined to deliver a space which is more
efficient and encourages a better balance of
educational and community uses; and
to encourage wider discussion about the site’s
future that will arise as part of a fuller community
involvement exercise.

It is stressed that this document is for discussion
purposes, and should be viewed alongside any
other options which may come forward. There is
considerable interest in this site from local residents as
well as potential public, private and community sector
partners, and therefore a discussion about all the
various options will be welcomed.

The current masterplan
The current masterplan is shown at Figure 1. and
has been prepared by Capita on behalf of the City
Council.
We have reviewed the site and the current masterplan
and believe that there are a number of areas where
further opportunities exist for refinement of the
proposals. These include the following:
•

The masterplan seeks to remove large areas of
hardstanding which, if repaired and resurfaced
could be reused for play. This includes an area
of land identified for potential use as car parking
or a new building. The cost of removal of the
hardstanding is likely to be much greater than its
repair and will use a large amount of the budget for
the regeneration of the site.

•

There is an excess of fencing on the proposed
masterplan which is a significant cost to the project.
The masterplan shows a new 1.8m Weld Mesh
security fence to the rear of all existing residential
properties. For much of the site there is existing
fencing and some mature vegetation, particularly
along the eastern and western boundaries. It is
also likely that the implementation of this fencing
would require the loss of this vegetation. Finally
a 1.8m fence does little to protect the amenity
of the existing residential properties or safeguard
them from people gaining access to the rear of
their properties. We believe that a more responsive
approach is required using a mix of fencing and
planting.

•

The masterplan fails to respond to the issue of the
permissive route which runs from Malmesbury Place
and Stafford Road which currently separates the
field from the school use and requires the retention
of existing fencing. If addressed the existing fencing
could be reused which would reduce expenditure
and create a better option for the school. We
feel that an alternative route could be provided
through the site and the existing path diverted. The
relocation of the permissive way would give the

For more information about this option please contact:
Rebecca Kinge, Cevn Vibert or Colin Richards.

Initial costings show that the funding set aside for Phase
one funding would be sufficient to put about 60%
of the site back into use - leaving some land at the
Charlton Road end still closed off. To put the whole site
back into use would require the full budget.
The Council is yet to go through a process of formal
consultation or community involvement, but an initial
masterplan has been circulated to members of the
community and representatives of organisations such
as St Marks CofE Primary School and the Police.

Regeneration of the recreation gound provides an opportunity for
both the schools and local community. This could be acheived by
both dedicated school playing fields and shared facilities.
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school greater opportunity to increase the available
space directly to the north east of the school
building. It could allow an expansion of the outside
play area associated with the site’s pre-school. It
would also enable school children to go out to play
without the security concerns of crossing a public
route and will give children quicker access to the
sports field.

Figure 1. Current masterplan prepared by Capita on behalf of the City Council

•

The masterplan shows a single full size adult football
pitch for the community use with insufficient run
off. The nature of this use is very limiting to the
community and focuses on a small group of users.
Furthermore without changing facilities or parking
this would not be usable for a club.

•

The location and design of the children’s play
area would cause harm to the amenity of some
properties in Malmesbury Road. There is no
screening or vegetation proposed and guidance
on the design of LEAPs recommends distances of
20m from residential properties.

•

The school pitches show a peculiar mix of pitch
sizes which it is not clear of their end users. The
plan shows on what could be achieved in terms
of pitches, with a particular emphasis on football.
In order to respond properly to this masterplan
and help achieve the best outcome, it would be
helpful to understand more about the sporting
and educational needs of the school and wider
community.

•

The masterplan seems to suggest removal of
all vegetation across the site which would be
detrimental to both the character of the space,
the ecological value of the site and the amenity of
existing residential properties
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Figure 1.
CURRENT MASTERPLAN
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Figure 2. Aerial photograph of the site showing existing uses and vegetation
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Figure 3.
CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Alternative masterplan

The alternative masterplan shows a number of
constraints and opportunities including:

An indicative masterplan (Figure 4.) has been prepared
to explore some of the opportunities outlined in this
document. This shows a number of refinements to the
current version as follows:

•

Existing areas of hardstanding

•

Existing mature vegetation on the edges of the site

•

Potential vehicular and pedestrian access points
from Malmesbury Road

•

The existing route of the permissive path linking
Stafford Road and Malmesbury Road via
Malmesbury Place

•

The existing steel fence which divides the school
from the playing field areas

•

•

•

Re configuration of the educational pitches to
provide a better mix and arrangement of sports
facilities including, 2 football pitches (one junior
and one senior school size (although it is questioned
whether the senior school pitch could be replaced
by another junior-aged pitch), 2 mini football
pitches, two netball size multi- use courts (one grass
and one hardstanding).

•

Diversion of the permissive path from through the
site linking Malmesbury Road and Stafford Road.

The poor setting of the school buildings defined by
the two fences either side of the permissive path,
creating issues around safe pupil access to the field.

•

Reuse of the vehicular access to the school from
Malmesbury Place to avoid traffic having to drive
across the front of the school from Stafford Road.

Existing residential properties backing onto the site

•

Reuse of the vehicular access from Malmesbury
Road to provide temporary parking on the site
multi- use court area for the school if required.

•

Retention of the existing vegetation around the
site with new deep hedge planting to provide
security and amenity benefits to existing residential
properties backing onto the site.

•

Retention and repair of the existing hardstanding to
provide the base for the new children’s play area
and a community multi- use games area.

•

A large informal recreation area in the northern
part of the site which could be used for a range of
uses by all aspects of the community and school
including, informal play, fitness activities, walking
and dog exercise and festivals and community
events

•

A new habitat creation area on the site of the
former bowling green to encourage wildlife

The existing permissive path and the two fences affect the setting of
the school and the management of the spaces for educational use

•

The masterplan will need to make provision for a
future sports pavilion or community building, and
the best location for such a building will depend
on its proposed use and whether its strongest
relationship will be with the recreational area or the
school sports facility.

*
*

Option 1 - Locate the building and small
car park on the area of the two proposed
Multi use courts. This would require some
reconfiguration of the pitches, but by replacing
the U15-U16 football pitch with a pitch more
suited to primary school age children, then
this will free up additional space to relocate
the multi-use courts. Vehicle access would be
via Malmesbury Road, with an opportunity to
create a one-way vehicle route between the
Malmesbury Close and Malmesbury Road
access points along the north west side of the
field.
Option 2 - Locate the building and its car
park on the existing hardstanding area on the
northern side of the site. The children’s play area
could then to moved slightly further into the field
reducing the shared open recreational space,
but creating greater opportunities to use this
building for public use.
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Figure 4.
ILLUSTRATIVE MASTERPLAN
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